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Orders that settled in it, mainly, no doubt,
because of the scope it offered for their work,
but also for business reasons. Thirteen of
the chief towns had all four, nine had three,
the others two or one, and there were few
market towns that had none. In the villages
they rarely settled; they were content to
evangelize them in passing. In one more
respect the friars found it necessary to tamper
with their principle of poverty. They had
convents attached to their churches as homes
for the inissioners.. As time went on bene-
factors gave actual endowments, houses and
lands, to the several convents ; not, it is true,
on a large scale in any case, but the aggregate
revenue was not contemptible. Here was a
clear breach of the rule. It was evaded by
the legal fiction that the Pope was the pro-
prietor, and allowed the friars to enjoy the
income. Or else the corporation of the town
was placed in the same kindly relation to the
mendicants ; it was made what would now
be called their trustee, and this necessity of
the friars played its part in developing the
English law of trusts.

At the head of this great system, over parish
clergy, monks, friars, laymen, stood the Pope.
We have seen how a theological theory had
been advanced to explain his obvious pre~